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INTRODUCTION
FROM TERRITORY TO DETAIL WORKSHOP
From 11 to 24 August 2014 BAMBOO THINK TANK, a platform consisting of architects, urban planners
and designers from Spain and Colombia, organizes the First International Workshop “From Territory to
Detail” in Pereira, Colombia. The workshop is structured around various scales of study starting from the
territory up to the detail.
The workshop involves working with vulnerable communities, with low income and lack of services
organized in an informal settlement in the area of the former rail tracks of Caimalito station. Currently there
is poor infrastructure and low quality public space.
The objective is to recover an indigenous natural resource like bamboo and use its full potential from
cultivation to design and construction processes at various scales achieving social innovation in the
communities.
This is an experiential workshop using theoretical and practical methodologies to provide students with
new skills related to the use of bamboo and participatory design for community empowerment. “Learning by
Doing” focusing on prototypes and the use of bamboo as a first practical approach to the material.
The course is run by Bamboo Think Tank, formed by the director of the PEI is Carlos Hernandez Correa who has
many years of experience in conducting workshops in Europe with Colombian students, and also in Palomino,
Colombia, in the department of La Guajira, with “Palomino Society under Construction” project which has won
several prestigious awards including the first prize in the Iberoamerican Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism
in Cadiz in 2012, first prize at the Colombian Architectural Biennale, award Karl Brunner, and also awarded
in the United States together with the Desine-Lab @ RISD in Central Falls, Providence, and by the spanish
Estudio SPN dedicated to design, architecture, participatory design and urbanism and whose components
have participated and conducted workshops with students from various universities in different parts of the world:
South Africa, Morocco and India. The workshop will count with exceptional speakers with extensive knowledge of
bamboo, such as Simon Vélez, Simón Hosie, Marcelo Villegas, Ximena Londoño and others.
This program will bring together international students up to a maximum of 30. Colombian students will also
participate working together with international students. All participants will receive a certificate after the
course.

// WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES?
This workshop aims to supplement the formal education that occurs within the University and promotes
an integral education of the student. Calls for experiential learning in contact with the real problems of
vulnerable communities, involves participatory design and aims to make the student aware of social,
environmental and economic issues that go beyond the classroom. Students will do field work exposed
to the reality of the community where unexpected interactions between the community and different
interdisciplinary professionals, national and international students will occur resulting in true social
innovation and encouraging the development of the community.
The common element of work is bamboo as a material, which will allow the student to investigate in its
creative, constructive and productive properties.
The general objectives are:
> Promote the development of an ethical professional that contributes to the architectural profession from
the perspective and the demands of end users, working together with them.
> Promoting the ability to explore and discover problems and opportunities in the field of urban planning,
architecture and industrial design with a creative and rational approach.
> Develop values in the students such as tolerance for plurality and diversity, promoting knowledge of other
cultures, architecture and design with other materials.
> Strengthen the work among multidisciplinary teams, as sociologists, anthropologists, engineers, etc ...

PROJECT
FORMER CAIMALITO RAILWAY AND ANCIENT TRAIN STATION
// WHAT IS THE GENERAL BACKGROUND IN THE AREA?
In the late 90’s the Colombian economy stagnated. Urban centers in the coffee region were the most
affected, causing high unemployment, declining incomes, declining living standards of the population and
increased poverty.
In the coffee region there were two facts that made the crisis much stronger on one side the break of
the coffee pact between producers and consumers, the main economic resource of the area, and the
1999 earthquake that affected the region increasing unemployment rates and eliminating the sources of
employment.
After the second half of 2004 a very slow recovery in the national economy begins. It was slower in the
coffee region, both in towns and in the rural sector. The area had very low living standards of the population,
increasing unemployment, informality, migration, displacement and poverty - 59.4% in Pereira with
indigence levels of 30%.
Rural areas that have traditionally lived around the coffee bean production, are the ones that have felt the
impact of this crisis. Mass displacement and violence generated in these areas, by different armed groups
operating in the country are factors that have significantly damaged the lives of many people who obtain
their livelihood from agriculture.
Rural areas such as the locality of Caimalito present all these social conflicts in a concentrated way.
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// ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION?
//// PEREIRA
Pereira, capital of Risaralda department, is the most populous city in the coffee region, and the second
most populous after Medellín in the Paisa region; has over 464,719 inhabitants and forms the Metropolitan
West Center, along with the municipalities of Dosquebradas and La Virginia. It is located in the centralwestern region of the country, in the valley of river Otún in the Central Cordillera of the Colombian Andes.
As the capital of the department of Risaralda, Pereira houses government offices, departments, public
companies ans other institutions and agencies of the Colombian state. Pereira has become an important
point also for trade due to its location in the center of the Golden Triangle (Bogotá, Medellín and Cali).

//// LA VIRGINIA
La Virginia is a town 30 km from the city of Pereira with 30,000 inhabitants. The major rivers that run through
it are the Cauca and Risaralda and other smaller streams. His first urban development was in 1905, from
which it grew and led to the construction of the bridge Bernardo Arango, improving road communication with
Pereira and Cartago as river transportation was in decline.
The economy of the town is based on banana crops, cassava and corn, activities that were displaced
by coffee farming which attracted migration flows, especially black population. Its proximity to the town of
Pereira, generated a large number of economic, social, political and cultural relations that formed the basis
of its entry into the West Central Metropolitan Area in 1991.
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// WHERE WILL WE WORK?
The village of Caimalito is located on the way to La Virginia, with an approximate area of 2,350 hectares.
Bordered on the north by the municipality of La Virginia, on the east by the town of Pereira, on the west by
the department of Valle del Cauca and on the south by the village of Puerto Caldas and Cerritos.
This is an informal settlement of population along 18 kilometers of the old railway tracks that runs parallel
to the course of the Cauca River. We will work in public spaces and at the railway station and the old
abandoned railroad tracks of Caimalito village.
In early 1900 the railway company Pacific National Rail division, expropriated 12.5 m on each side of the
tracks, a 111,000 hectares of land that belonged to private owners. The settlers began to settle in the early
1930s and the neighborhood was formed from the 70’s when the railway stopped running. Its inhabitants
were organized to form a committee to establish themselves as civic community.
Caimalito has a population of 20,800 inhabitants, distributed in the following neighborhoods: Cinco, La
Carbonera, Paso Nivel, Barrio Nuevo, Azufral, Caimalito Centro and 20 de Julio. The first inhabitants settled
in the late 1930s.
Regarding public services, there is electricity connection since 1989, fresh water provision but water is not
suitable for human consumption and sewer in poor condition composed of pipes leading to a bigger pipe
which then deposits its contents into the Cauca River. 30% of the population does not have this service
so they use latrines, this conditions lead to diseases such as acute respiratory infection, acute diarrheal
disease, leishmaniasis, tuberculosis, scabies, skin diseases and malnutrition problems.
They have two schools in the district; La Carbonera and El Azufral, with grades from 0 to 5th and a school
located in Caimalito Centro teaching up to 9th grade. The few students who pass these grades and have
the resources to finish high school should move to the Libertadores school located in the town of Virginia.
Its climate is temperate, warm and sub-humid. The topography consists of valleys, flat or slightly wavy tops
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// WHO IS THE COMMUNITY?
With high levels of poverty and few job opportunities, much of the population lives in extreme poverty.
Most of the population comes from different parts of the department of Risaralda and is largely itinerant as
they lack ownership of the land because they are seasonal workers picking coffee. Other job opportunities
available to them for subsistence are agricultural seasonal laborers in Risaralda region, for days or weeks,
as well as laborers in the sand extraction plants of the Cauca river, hawking, fishing, housemaids or they
have small shops at home.

Caimalito neighborhood view

La Virginia’s Pedestrian Bridge

Caimalito, streets follow the old railway tracks paths
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// WHAT?
The approach to the site will be theoretical and practical using different scales:
/ / The links between the former railway area and La Virginia town will be considered from a Territorial and
Urban scale. The analysis will involve the urban fabric, urban development, existing infrastructure, type
and material of construction of dwellings, use of public space and the needs of its inhabitants. A mapping
exercise will be required.
/ / Proposals will be made as “instant urbanism”, ephemeral architecture at smaller scale (architecture / detail
scale) to improve the dynamics of certain areas and the community around them. Bamboo will be proposed
as a construction material for the prototypes that will be built in the public space and the former Caimalito
Railway Station.
Students will be working with the community and together will lead these actions, identifying needs and
responding with their design proposals.
// HOW?
Through:
/ / / Participatory design with the community interacting with multidisciplinary teams
of national and international students achieving social innovation.
/ / / Methodology “Learning by Doing” building prototypes at 1:1 gives the student
practical and technical skills.
/ / / Knowledge of bamboo as a construction material

“Learning by Doing” through the construction

Participatory Design with Community
Possibilities of design and construction in bamboo
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// WHY BUILDING WITH BAMBOO?
Bamboo is abundant in the coffee region as it has optimum conditions for its growth. Bamboo has been
selected as the appropriate material for the construction of the proposals due to three approaches:
// RESISTANT MATERIAL
// EXCELLENT PHYSICAL AND MECHANICAL PROPERTIES: “ VEGETAL STEEL”
Due to its traction strength (similar to steel), resistance to compression and fire durability against insects.
// Earthquakes and hurricanes RESISTANT and WATERSHED PROTECTION species due to its
behavior as WATER PUMP and WATER STORAGE (acting as the principle of communicating vessels
absorbs water in wet season and releases water in dry season). The bamboo roots prevent soil erosion and
landslides.
// SUSTAINABLE MATERIAL: traditionally used for construction in Colombia being endemic.
// BEST WEATHER CONDITIONS, HEIGHT and RELATIVE HUMIDITY: (0-1600 m altitude and
20-26º C temperature, rainfall 1,300 - 4,000 m, 80% relative humidity). Type Cane Guadua: Angustifolia,
Bambusa Vulgaris amplexifolia and (dams / erosion control)
// BENEFITS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: absorbs a large amount of CO2 and encourages
BIODIVERSITY and improves topsoil.
// AFFORDABLE CONTRUCTION MATERIAL for building, making furniture, handicrafts, paper, food, etc ...
// HIGH YIELD - PERFORMANCE: compared to the wood the harvest is 25 times higher due to rapid
vertical growth, in 6 months reaches 25 to 30 ft in 6 years up to 25 cm in diameter.

ORGANIZERS
BAMBOO THINK TANK and LOCAL PARTNERS
// WHO IS THE WORKSHOP FOR?
All students and professionals in Architecture, Design, Engineering interested in working in multidisciplinary
teams and with Colombian local students, community and specialists in different topics, architects,
engineers, craftsmen, anthropologists, sociologists, etc ...
// WHO ORGANIZES THE WORKSHOP?
BAMBOO THINK TANK is a platform made up of professionals and scholars dedicated to architecture and
urbanism in Spain and UK; Estudio SPN (Juana Canet, Ruth Cuenca and Elena Gomez) and Colombia
with architect Carlos Hernandez Correa, director of the PEI-International Studies Program of the Faculty
of Architecture of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Bogotá, Architect and designer Andrea Romero,
pHd Architect Daniel Nadal, among others whose aim is to promote the use of bamboo and its possibilities
in different areas to improve the local economy, society and the environment of vulnerable communities.
Bamboo Think Tank was created after a year and a half of collaboration between these professionals,
having done several projects together successfully, including: Palomino Master Plan in March 2013, the
proposed construction of a Vocational School in Palomino which received the 2nd prize in the competition
organized by the Latin-American Development Bank (CAF), calling for projects for “Urban Development and
Social Inclusion”. Part of the team recently carried out some awareness workshops with the population of
Palomino in March 2014 for future implementation of the Vocational School.

// WHO SUPPORTS THE WORKSHOP?
Various Colombian entities support this workshop:
// Faculty of Environmental Sciences at the Technical University of Pereira; bringing expert
speakers from the Bamboo -Guadua Degree.
// Escuelas Taller de Colombia; supporting the recovery of the old Railway station Caimalito
// Users Association of Aqueduct Cerritos; provides the link with the community and all the background
for the project.
// Country Club Corporation Pereira; logistics support for the workshop.
// Pereira City Council; supports providing the space of the Railway Station as the venue for the
workshop.
// Colombian Bamboo Society; provides expert speakers in bamboo.

REGISTRATION
DATES , PRIZE AND CONTACT
// HOW IS THE DAILY ROUTINE OF THE WORKSHOP?
The workshop will take place every day of the week except Sunday which will be used for visits and
excursions to the surroundings, starting on Monday 11/08 and ending on Saturday August 23/08.
Every day there will be lectures and / or theory courses. Participants are expected to complete a logbook,
participate in all activities both practical and theoretical, to achieve the final accreditation.
The venue for the workshop will be the old Railway station of Caimalito and a bamboo plantation.
// DATES?
The workshop dates are from August 10th to 24th with a duration of 14 days. Includes the night of Sunday
the 10th which is the day of arrival and Saturday 23rd. Sunday 24th will be the day of departure.
Application period: 10% off until June 15th. Registration until July 31st. Send completed registration form to:
bamboothinktank@gmail.com . Applicants will be interviewed prior to admission.
Spaces are limited!
// PRICE?
The price is 900 euros. This includes:
> Tuition fees
> Student Accommodation
> Full board (breakfast, lunch and dinner) for students
> Local transport in Pereira for students
> Visits to the local bamboo workshops and industries
> All the material for making prototypes of bamboo
Price does not include:
> Transport to Pereira from original location of each student
> Sunday tours and visits

// STUDENT ACCOMMODATION?
Students will stay in a bamboo plantation, specific details to be confirmed shortly.

// CONTACT?
Email address:
Website :

bamboothinktank@gmail.com
http://estudiospnbamboothinktank.wordpress.com/
www.facebook.com/ bamboothinktankPereira

WORKSHOP DIRECTORS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
// CARLOS HERNÁNDEZ CORREA, Colombian Architect PEI Director
International Program Architecture Faculty from Pontificia Universidad Javeriana Bogotá

Architect of the University of Los Andes, design studio teacher in the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
since 1986. Director of PEI faculty of architecture and design of PUJ from 1996 to 2001 and subsequently from 2003 to current year.
His built work has been awarded several times at national and international levels, these awards are:
First Bienal Colombiana Architecture Award 1992. Barranquilla Customs Project.
First Biennial Prize for Latin American Architecture, Quito Ecuador 1994. Bavaria Central Park Project.
Design prototype Pedestrian Bridges Bogota.
First Prize contest “Postal Museum” Bldg Murillo Toro, 2005
Guest Professor at various workshops, seminars and meetings, it is important to highlight among
others Pratt School in New York, Institute of Architecture of Venice IUAV, Castellvechio Verona,
internazionale di architettura Workshop II - Padua Italy, International School of Architecture de
Cataluña, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Universidad Católica de Chile and School of Architecture,
Mendrisio Switzerland.

http://arquitectocarloshernandezcorrea.com/profile/
http://www.javeriana.edu.co/pei/pei_cms/index.php?id=21

// DANIEL NADAL, Spanish PhD Architect specialist in design and working with
Communities
PhD Architect by ETSA of the Polytechnic University of Madrid in the Department of Architectural Design. He coordinates the laboratory of creative practices: Architectural Think Tank. He is an advisor in
architectural strategies for the Intereclesial Commission for Justice and Peace in Colombia, where he
works on analysis and development of alternative territorial planning, strategies of collective memory,
decent housing and basic habitability. He collaborates with Architects Without Borders International.
He is also advisor in cartographic processes of Ethnic Territories Observatory of Bogota.
Currently he is a teacher of Design Studio in New Territories of the PEI- International Studies Program of the School of Architecture at the Universidad Javeriana. He has taught Design Studio at the
Department of Architecture of the Polytechnic School of the University UFV Madrid, and he has been
coordinator of the Department of Research and PhD at the same university until 2012. Director of
research group [AAOO *] Occasional architectures. Professionally, he has developed projects such as
the Botanical Rehabilitation Project Córdoba Palacio Episcopal Garden of Oman, in Muscat, or the AA
House.

// JAIRO VILLEGAS, Colombian Architect specialist in bamboo and stormwater
and sewage treatment in communities of Colombia
Colombian Architect graduated from the University of the Andes (2007). He has deepened his studies
by a diploma in Comprehensive Management of Bamboo by UTP Pereira, Colombia (2008), a Master
of Architecture Technology at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (2008-11), Diploma in
Water, Plumbing and Hygiene in Humanitarian Action (IECAH), Madrid. He is currently Professor of
the project: New Territories from PEI of the Faculty of Architecture at the Javeriana University and
working accompanying social organizations jointly victims of the Colombian armed conflict, called “La
gota con botas” (www.lagotaconbotas.org)

// SANTIAGO GIRALDO, Colombian anthropologist

He worked for eight years in the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History as a research
archaeologist. He was also Coordinator of the Acting Director of Archaeology and Teyuna-Ciudad Perdida Archaeological Park. During the last twelve years he has focused on research and preservation
in the archaeological site of Pueblito in PNN Tayrona and Archaeological Park Teyuna-Ciudad Perdida.
He is also the author of the Guide to Lost City Teyuna-published by the ICANH.
Since 2010, he works as Director of Heritage Program in Colombia of the Global Heritage Fund,
through which support is provided to the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History in the development of a Management Plan for the Lost City Park Teyuna. He also works closely with indigenous authorities in the area, farmers’ meetings, and other partner organizations in the development
of community development projects in the basins of the Buritaca, Guachaca rivers, and Don Diego.
Additionally, He provides expert advice to various institutions on the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta,
their various social groups (indigenous, peasant, State, NGOs), and design evaluation and monitoring
projects related to social impact studies after consultation activities.

WORKSHOP DIRECTORS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
// ESTUDIO SPN, Spanish Architects specializing in International Cooperation
and Participatory Design from an architectural and urban design perspective.
Founded by Juana Canet, Ruth Cuenca and Elena Gómez, architects graduated from ETSAM-UPM
and specialized in “Cooperation and Development of Human Settlements in Third World Countries”
at ETSAM-Cátedra Unesco 2011. They started working together with the project “Research the use of
bamboo in vernacular architecture in Ecuador and propose new housing typologies to relocate families living in risk areas in Picoazá, Ecuador”. Their interests focused on exploring the full potential of
bamboo as a driver for human development and finding low cost housing solutions for impoverished
areas and urban regeneration from a multidisciplinary and participative approach. This research lead
them to join the Emergency Interventions International Competition organized by OPPTA in 2012 calling for proposal on: “How to Manage the Integral Development of Habitability in a Territory Affected
by Floods Linked to Climate Change in San Cristobal, Colombia” winning the 1st Prize. In 2013 their
project “Living bamboo: Bamboo Plantation, Community Training and Vocational School Construction”
won the 2nd Prize in the competition organized by the Latin American Development Bank calling for
“Urban Development and Social Inclusion Projects” working in collaboration with PEI- International
Studies Program from the Architecture School of Pontificia Universidad Javeriana de Bogotá. Additionally they have a wide experience in running and tutoring international cooperation workshops with
students from different Universities, the European University of madrid in Morocco (2011), India (2012
&13) and Nottingham University in South Africa (2009) and Architects without borders.

//JUANA CANET, Spanish Architect (Estudio SPN)

Architect with a Master in Urban Design (Jul. 1999), Structures (Sep. 2000) and Landscape Design
and Analysis. She is a PhD candidate researching for her thesis and obtained the PhD - ABD from
ETSA Madrid (Nov.2010).
Her interests focus on professional practice, research and teaching design, architecture, urbanism
and landscape disciplines. She has specialized in cooperation for habitat development in the third
world at ETSAM in 201. She has taught Design Studio, Architectural Representation, Anthropometry
and Introduction to International Cooperation from 2005 to January 2013. She has run several summer workshops with students from European University of Madrid in Morocco and India.
She has international experience collaborating with other practices abroad. She works independently
in her own office and has built projects in Madrid and Mallorca ranging from private residential to
collective housing, refurbishments, hospitality etc…In 2006 co-founded Disc-0 Architecture together
with Ana Somoza, winning the 1st Prize in the International competition to build a Memorial for the
Tsunami Victims in Thailand. Her work has received a various awards both working independently
and in collaboration with other architectural practices.

//RUTH CUENCA, Spanish Architect (Estudio SPN)

Studied at ETSAM-UPM graduating in Oct. 2002 where she continued studying Phd courses focusing on sustainable aspects of urban design. In 2011 she specialized in “Development of Human
Settlements in Third World Countries” at Cátedra Unesco-UPM. Her interests and research focus on
finding low cost housing solutions for impoverished areas and urban regeneration from a multidisciplinary and participative approach. She has volunteered with Nottingham University building a school
in South Africa, Universidad Europea doing a workshop in Ethiopia and Architects without Borders
in several projects. She has worked as an architect in various offices in Madrid and London where
she currently lives since 2005. Throughout her career, she has also been active developing designs
independently or collaborating with others achieving several competitions wins. In parallel to practice
she has been teaching in several universities since 2008. She currently teaches at Oxford Brookes
University and UCA Canterbury School of Architecture.

// ELENA GÓMEZ, Spanish Architect (Estudio SPN)

Graduated as an architect from ETSAM-UPM in 2003 and Master in Virtual Architecture, Project
& Design at Antonio Camuñas Foundation in 2006. She further developed her thesis - research
working for several years with Andres Perea, her thesis tutor. Her approach to architecture focusing
on the user´s experience of contemporary living lead her to co-found MErino_MAza_ARquitecturas
in 2006 together with Concha Maza, winning the First Prize of the International Competition for a new
Whosesale Market in Priego de Cordoba and Honorable Mention in the Housing Competition EMVS
“Vallecas 52” in Madrid. She has taught architecture in Estudio 10 Academy in Madrid. Her interests
and research into creativity as a motor for human development, lead her to specialize in “Cooperation
and Development of Human Settlements in Third World Countries” at ETSAM-Cátedra Unesco 2011.
She has volunteered with Architects without Borders in several projects. In parallel she has worked as
a consultant and technical assistant at the Environmental Agency of Madrid Region. Currently she is
doing a Masters in Creative Entrepreneurship and management.
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LECTURERS
// SIMÓN VÉLEZ, Colombian Architect internationally recognized for his bamboo
constructions
He is one of the most important architects in the world to promote the use of Bamboo as an essential
construction material. In a career that started 40 years ago, the architect developed new carpentry
and union systems that use bamboo as a structural permanent element in residential and commercial
buildings. For four consecutive years he has been invited by the Vitra Design Museum and George
Pompidou centre to teach workshops in France, where bamboo structures where built. For Hanover
Exhibition 2000, Vélez designed and built a 2000 sq. meter bamboo pavilion for the ZERI (Zeo Emissions Research Initiative). He has recently participated in Crosswaters Ecolodge Design, the first Eco
touristic destination of the forests of Nankun Shan Mountain Reserve, in Guangdong Province, China.
It is the biggest commercial project in the world and the first Asian project of such a big scale to use
bamboo as the main structural elements for housing. The project received the 20006 Analysis and
PlanningHonorary Prize of the Landscape Architects of the American Society.

// MARCELO VILLEGAS, Builder and bamboo specialist
Furniture designer, builder and crafstman, he has a wide career path in the bamboo and timber use.
He is partner of Simón Vélez and has built and designed bamboo joints in an innovative way. Among
his builder works, stands out the construction of Simón Hosie Coffee Area Toll. He has also written two
bamboo books: Bambusa Guadua (1989) and Guadua, Architecture and Design (2003) published by
Villega Editors, both of them spread the knowledge of production, uses and bamboo work in housing
and architecture, showing the material beauty and reavealing its properties.
He has produced a new bamboo product of industrialized panels for façade constructions in addition to
furniture and craftsmen objects.

www.marcelovillegas.com

// XIMENA LONDOÑO, Colombian Biologist, Botanist, Bamboo Taxonome and
Researcher
She is a colombian biologist, botanist, and one of the most recognized bamboo taxonome and researcher. She has extensively researched about guada in South and Central America. In 1976 she started
her biology studies in Palmira National University, graduating in Engineering.
Actually and regularly she describes new poaceas species: Guadua, Alvimia, Arthrostylidium, Aulonemia, Chusquea, Eremocaulon, Rhipidocladum, together with her college Lynn G. Clark and previously
with Robert Soderstrom (1936-1987). She is co-founder and director of la Sociedad Colombiana del
Bambú.

www.bambiturismo.com

LECTURERS
/// SIMÓN HOSIE, Colombian Architect
2004 Colombian Architecture Nacional Award
Graduated from the Faculty of Architecture of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in 1999, currently is
Founder of the Laboratory of Architecture and + Architecture magazine. His work has been developed
mostly in areas of Indian reservations and slums, sponsored by foreign entities. This architect was
rewarded with top honors at the 2004 Architecture Biennale with his project: Public Library La Casa del
Pueblo, Guanacas, Inza, Cauca.
This project now known as “La Casa del Pueblo” was born as development of their grade work and
is based on the values of the place and its inhabitants. Simon Hosie architecture can be defined as
unprecedented, local and community.

Tollbooth in the coffee region, Pereira

Public Library La Casa del Pueblo, Guanacas, Inza, Cauca
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