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BAMBOO THINK TANK
/// SECOND INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP /// 

FROM DETAIL
TO TERRITORY

Email:              bamboothinktank@gmail.com 

Informations:  www.facebook.com/ bamboothinktankPereira
                            palominosociedadenconstruccion.wordpress 
                            https://www.facebook.com/JaverianaPEI
                            http://estudioSPN.wordpress.com/
                            http://nuevosterritorios2.wix.com/peidecathlon
                            http://www.solardecathlon2015.com.co/index.php/en/

Links:                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYkrbmIBCGc
                            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MEV5L2zeLk&feature=youtu.be

PROTOTYPING OF CULTURALLY ADAPTED HOUSING 
WITH THE TEAM FROM PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD 

JAVERIANA BOGOTÁ, SOLAR DECATHLON 2015: 
LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN, COLOMBIA 

/// 27 TH JULY – 19 TH AUGUST 2015 /// 
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INTRODUCTION
/// FROM DETAIL TO TERRITORY ///

This workshop is organized by BAMBOO THINK TANK, a platform of academics, researchers, bamboo 
experts and professionals in the field of architecture & urban design from Spain and Colombia. It will be held 
from 27th July until 19th August 2015 in Bogatá, Pereira and Cali, Colombia.

The workshop objective is to achieve social innovation through design, using the normally overlooked  
local natural resource, bamboo. 

This workshop continues the theme of work initiated last year, which aimed to enhance the knowledge of 
bamboo as a natural resource that can improve the livelihood in vulnerable communities. This year´s workshop 
will allow participants to work in partnership with local students from the School of Architecture at the 
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, who are one of the teams participating in the final stage of the Solar 
Decathlon competition - Latin America & Caribbean 2015. Participants will develop and build a prototype for 
social housing (culturally adapted housing), improving the design and implementing construction solutions.

The BAMBoo ThINk TANk  brings together distinguished academics, amongst them, Carlos hernandez 
Correa, the director of PEI (International Studies Program) from the School of Architecture of Pontificia 
Universidad Javeriana de Bogotá, organizer of many workshops in Europe and Latin America. His work 
is award winning for example “Palomino Sociedad en construcción”  awarded first prize at the Bienal de 
Arquitectura Colombiana and Karl Brunner prize.
Other collaborators include Estudio SPN: Juana Canet, Ruth Cuenca and Elena Gómez, whose work 
covers architectural practice and design, project management, participatory design and urbanism. The team 
have organized global initiatives with students from different universities in South Africa, Morocco and India. 
The Think Tank has collaborated with many bamboo experts and lecturers such as Simón Vélez, Simón 
Hosie, Marcelo Villegas and Ximena Londoño, amongst others

This workshop requires a minimum of 15 participants, national and international. 

All the participants will receive a certificate of completion at the end of the course.

THE AIM OF THE WORKSHOP?

The workshop  intends to complement the formal university education enabling a hollistic student 
experiance where real life community issues are resolved through the design process. It will provide a 
social, enviromental and economic understanding going beyond the classroom environemnt. Field work will 
bridge the gap between interdisciplinary groups, national and international students producing a real social 
innovation and enabling societal progression.

Bamboo is the core of the workshop, it will lead the student to discover their creative, constructive and pro-
ductive self.

The general aims are:

/// Promote ethics within the field of architecture, focusing on end user solutions from early designs. 
/// Promote creativity as a way to problem solving in the field of architecture and urbanism. 
/// Promote the values of tolerance towards diversity through learning by way of cultural example through         
     architecture and the use of alternatative materials. 
/// Promote interdisciplinary collaboration between architecture, engineering, sociology, anthopology 
/// Promote bamboo industrialization. 
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INTRODUCTION
/// SOLAR DECATHLON 2015 LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN - Cali ///

WHAT IS SOLAR DECATHLON?

SoLAr DECAThLoN is an international competition that challenges 20 teams from different univeristies 
around the world to design, build, and operate the most attractive, effective, and energy-efficient solar-powered 
house. The winner of the competition is the team that best blends affordability, consumer appeal, and design 
excellence with optimal energy production and efficiency. 

Teams are required to design and build attractive, high-performance houses that integrate solar and energy-
efficiency technology seamlessly into the design. A jury of professional architects evaluates team construction 
documents and the final constructed house. They evaluate three main factors: architectural elements, holistic 
design, and inspiration. The 7th Solar Decathlon will take place in Cali, Colombia, as the first version in Latin 
America & Caribbean, with main focus on social housing, regional relevance and density.

EstudioSPN colaborate like “architectural consultant” with the “Programa Internacional PEI de la P.U. 
Javeriana de Bogotá” team. EstudioSPN contributed to the architectural design as main consultants in the 
first stage of the competition and the proposal was selected for the final phases.

THE PROJECT

The concept defines a vision of the city as  “city-territory” which promotes  the develpoment of existing small 
cities and medium size towns avoiding migration to the main cities (metropolies). This allows people to stay in 
the area where they belong and where they have their cultural roots. 
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DESIGN AND DEVELPMENT OF THE SOCIAL HOUSING PROTOTYPE

Site Concept
Urban MasterPlan in Caimalito

Section and elevation

View

INTRODUCTION
/// SOLAR DECATHLON 2015 LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN - Cali ///
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DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOCIAL HOUSING PROTOTYPE

View

Cauca river

Concept

INTRODUCCIÓN
/// SOLAR DECATHLON 2015 LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN - Cali ///
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PROJECT
/// CONTEXT ///

WHERE IS THE PROJECT LOCATED?

In the late 90s’ the Colombian economy stagnated. Urban centers in the “coffee region” were the most affected, 
generating high unemployment, low revenues, declien of living standards and a massive poverty.

In the coffee region there were two more facts that made the crisis stroger. The first was the breaking of the 
coffee act between producers and consumers, the main economic resource of the area. The second was  the 
earthquake that in 1999 shook the region , which brought a rising of the unemployment rates and eliminated 
sources of employment.

After the second half of 2004 began  a very slow recovery in the economy that was even slower in the “area 
cafetera”, both in town and in the rural sector, falling population living standards, increasing unemployment, 
informality, the problems of migration, displacement and poverty, remain in Pereira with a 59.4% indigence 
level of the 30%.

Rural areas that traditionally lived thanks to the coffee production are the ones that have felt the brunt of this 
crisis. Massive displacement and violences that were generated in these areas by different armed groups 
operating in the country are factors which damaged significantly the lives of many people who derive their 
livelihoods from agriculture.

Rural areas as the village of Caimalito, are a small sample which presents a concentrated way these social 
conflicts.

Colombia Maps
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PROJECT
/// CONTEXT ///

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONTEXT

/// BOGOTá

Bogotá  is the capital of Colombia and Cundinamarca Department. In terms of land area, Bogotá is the 
largest city in Colombia, and one of the biggest in Latin America. Bogotá is located on the west of the 
Savannah of Bogotá , 2640 metres above sea level. Although it is located in what is popularly called 
“savannah” , the geographical site is actually a high plateau in the Andes mountains. The extended region is 
also known as “Altiplano Cundiboyacense” which literally means “high plateau of Cundinamarca and Boyacá”. 
The largest and most populous city in Colombia, Bogotá had 6,778,691 inhabitants within the city’s limits,with 
a population density of approximately 4,310 inhabitants per square kilometer. 

/// PEREIRA, LA VIRGINIA and CAIMALITO

Pereira is the capital city of the Colombian Department of Risaralda. It is located in the west of Colombia in 
the foothills of the Andes in a coffee producing area capital.The city follows the relief of the land with some 
steep or high areas. Its elevation is about 1,500 metres. It is located in a zone of high seismic vulnerability 
and the river system of the municipality includes the river Cauca. In 2005, Pereira had about 576,329 
residents and was the sixth largest city of Colombia. As a result of urbanisation, Pereira is one of Colombia’s 
cities with the most equitable distribution of wealth.

Virginia is a town that is 30 km from the city of Pereira. The most important rivers that run through it are the 
Cauca and Risaralda. The economy of the population relied on banana crops, cassava and corn, activities 
that were displaced by the cultivation of coffee. Its proximity to the city of Pereira, generated a large number 
of social, political and cultural economic relations. In 1991 it entried into the West Central Metropolitan Area 
to achieve.

The village of Caimalito is located on the road to La Virginia, with an approximate area of 2,350 hectares. 
This is an informal settlement of population along 18 kilometers of the old railroad tracks and which runs 
parallel to the course of the Cauca River. In early 1900 the railroad named Pacific National Rail division, 
expropriated 12.5 m on either side of the tracks, a land of 111,000 ha that belonged to a particular lord. The 
settlers began to settle in the early 1930s and the neighborhood was formed starting from the 70’s when the 
railroad stopped running.

Mapa Contextual: Pereira - La Virginia
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PROJECT
/// THE OLD RAILWAY AND THE DIS-USED TRAIN STATION OF CAIMALITO ///

Maps: La Virginia and the ancient railway

WHO IS THE COMMUNITY ?

With high levels of poverty and few job opportunities, much of the population lives in extreme poverty. Most 
people come from different parts of the department of Risaralda and is traveling largely because they lack 
land ownership because they are collectors of coffee. Other job opportunities that have to be achieved 
livelihoods are farm workers in the industry in Risaralda, for days or weeks, as well as laborers in the 
ARENA del Cauca river, street vending, fisheries minority, have used the home or small shops mounted in 
their homes. West Central Metropolitan Area. The municipality of La Virginia has 30,000 inhabitants. 

/// CALI

Cali is the capital of Valle del Cauca, and the third largest city in Colombia. It has an area of 564 square 
kilometers and a length of 17 km from north to south and 12 km from east to west. The city is part of the 
metropolitan area of Santiago de Cali. It is a major economic and industrial centers of Colombia, besides 
being the main most important city in the southwest of the country, cultural, economic, industrial and 
agricultural center and the third nationwide. The main river of the city and the department is the Cauca 
river, winding its way through nature in the department of Valle. In 2015 it hosts the international competition 
SolarDecathlon

The ancient railway of Caimalito
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WHERE WILL WE WORK ?

/// BOGOTá
We will work at the Escuela Taller founded in 2005 and  that provides training for employment in 
traditional trades such as carpentry, food, handmade paper and construction, by focusing connection 
between knowledge and making, focused on self-awareness, autonomy and self-determination as 
essential elements in framework of the powers that enable employment or performance in the world. In 
order to contribute to the country individuals that affect the necessary changes to its production and cultural 
competitiveness in a peaceful environment.

/// CAIMALITO - (PEREIRA)
We will work at the railway station of the old abandoned railroad tracks in Caimalito.  A cellar which served 
as the train station and that was part of the railway network in Colombia. This great place is abandoned and 
is used in part by volunteer firefighters and community events.

Escuela Taller: Casa Venados Escuela Taller: Casa Iregui

PROJECT
/// CONTEXT ///

Old train staition in Caimalito
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PROJECT
/// CONTEXT ///

/// CALI
We will work at the ESCUELA PArA LA VIDA founded in 2004 by Andres Ramirez Bäppler. On September 
7, 2004 it started  doing one of the most desirable projects for the Foundation and for the families of 
Montebello: El Colegio de las Aguas, the first project of the Escuela para la Vida Foundation.

There are more than 200 students from families with low income, and they receive all the attention and 
dedication by the teachers, a school education with high academic standards, and two meals a day to have 
all the energy and to insure themselves a future with professional and economic stability.
Love is the engine of this great project, love of children, youth, volunteers, teachers ... who in addition to 
teaching traditional subjects, also explore the skills of children in the artistic, environmental, technological 
and community fields.

Talleres de las Aguas: Opportunities for growing, change lifestyles, and educate to project a productive 
future. The Talleres de las Aguas arise with the aim of convening Montebello youth sector upon graduation 
from high school, find no choice but to survive on the streets among gangs and drug addiction. In the 
workshops they educate young people to reach the management of an art, a profession with which they will 
can use in the future by undertaking their own business.

Guadua construction, Woodworking, Gastronomy, Marketing and Sales, Textile and Hotels and Tourism, 
are the workshops offered so far at the Colegio de las auguas. Classes are composed by 70% practice and 
30% theory, where the main component to this dynamic work, must be the communication.

Escuela de bambú “ La Vieja”
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PROJECT
/// INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ACTIVITIES ///

WHAT? 

#PEIDECAThLoN team was selected to develop a prototype house for Solar Decathlon Latin America & 
Caribbean Competition 2015. The proposal includes the house approached from its cultural attractions side 
as well as public spaces and urban planning. The project works on several scales. From the first prototype, 
the challenge of the workshop will be to evaluate and re-design it, in order to improve constructive proposal 
on all scales, from detail to territory. The material used is bamboo. The solutions will be tested both in the 
workshop in Bogota and  in the community of Caimalito in Pereira.

The theoretical/practival approach will be study at different scales:

// As proposal for Escala Arquitectura y Detalle will be held ephemeral actions, called “instant urbanism” 
that invigorate certain sectors of the community and bamboo architectural prototypes will be built in 
public spaces and in the Ancient Train Station of Caimalito.

// As the study area from the Territorial and Urban Scale, the links of the Old Carrilera with the population 
of La Virginia and Pereira will be studied, as well as the urban structure, its development, existing 
infrastructure,houses types and their construction materials type,the use of public space and the needs of 
its inhabitants. 

In these actions the students will be together with the community leaders, detecting needs and designing 
projects to be undertaken.

HOW? Throught: 

/// Participative design with the community, multidisciplinary teams formation with national and 
international students, in order to achieve a social innovation.
/// “Learn by doing” method, building 1:1 prototypes starting from a practical formation of the student
/// Bamboo knowledge as constructive material.      

Participative design with the community Bamboo design possibilities

Learn by doing method
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PROJECT
/// BAMBOO ///

WHY BAMBOO ? 

The coffee area is rich of a costruction material that grows naturally on its land and that is bamboo. Bamboo 
material will work for all these constructions, due to the three approaches:

/// rESISTANT MATErIAL
            // EXCELLENT PHYSICAL-MECHANICAL PROPERTIES: “VEGETAL STEEL”
Thanks to its hardness that is similar to steel to traction, to its compression and fire resistance. Durability 
against insects.
          // EARTHQUAKES and HURRICANES RESISTANCE and a protective SPECIE IN WATERSHED 
for its behavior as water pump water storage (acts according to the principle of communicating vessels: 
absorbs water in wet season and dry season releases). Bamboo roots also prevent soil erosion and 
landslides.

/// SUSTAINABLE MATErIAL traditionally used for construction in Colombia because it is an endemic 
species
           // PERFECT CLIMATE, ALTITUDE AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY  PROPERTIES (0-1600 m altitude 
and temperature 20-26º C, precipitation 1,300 - 4,000m, 80% relative humidity). Caña Guadua Type: 
angustifolia, amplexifolia and Bambusa Vulgaris (dams / controlling erosion)
          // BENEFITS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, it absorbs a large amount of CO2, promotes biodiversity 
and provides topsoil.

/// ChEAP MATErIAL for buildings,furnitures, crafts, paper,food, etc ...
          // HIGH PERFORMANCE: Comparing to the wood, the bamboo harvest is 25 times higher because 
of its rapid vertical growth, in six months it can be reach 25 to 30 meters and in 6 years up to 25 cm in 
diameter.
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ORGANIZATION
/// BAMBOO THINK TANK AND ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES ///

WHO IS IT FOR ?

To all the students and young professionals in Architecture, Design, Engineering that are interested 
in working in multidisciplinary teams with national and international students, with the community and 
specialists in different subjects, like architects, engineers, craftsmen, anthropologists, sociologists, etc ...

WHO ORGANIZES IT ?

Bamboo Think Tank in a strong collaboration with Escuela Taller de Bogotá and the Faculty of 
Architecture of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana of Cali.

BAMBoo ThINk TANk is a platform made up by professionals and academics dedicated to spanish 
architecture and urbanism, by the EstudioSPN: Juana Canet, Ruth Cuenca and Elena Gomez, and  
from Colombia, by the architect Carlos hernandez Correa, PEI Program International Studies Director 
at the Faculty of Architecture of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, by the designer Andrea Romero, 
Architect Daniel Nadal, the guaduera Fight Mejia, etc ... whose aim is to promote the use of bamboo 
and its possibilities in various fields improving the local economy, society and environment of vulnerable 
communities.

Bamboo Think Tank was formed after a year and a half of collaboration between these professionals, it 
did several succesfull projects together, including: Palomino Master Plan in March 2013, the proposal to 
build a Workshop School in Palomino that received the 2nd prize in the call convened by the American 
Development Bank (CAF).

WHO SUPPORTS THE WORKSHOP ? 

// Escuela para la vida de Cali

// Alcadía de Pereira

// Sociedad Colombiana del Bambú:
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APPLICATION
/// DATES, PRICE AND CONTACTS ///

HOW IS IT ORGANIZED DAY BY DAY ?  

The workshop will take place every day of the week including Sundays that will be used to make visits 
and trips to the surroundings. It will start on on Monday 27th  July and end on Saturday 19th August.
Every day there will be lectures and / or theoretical courses. Participants must handle a portfolio and 
the end of the workshop, participate in all activities both practical and theoretical, in order to obtain the 
certificate.

The location in Bogota will be Fundación Escuela Taller, in Pereira will be the Ancient Train Station of  
Caimalito and in Cali will be Escuela para la Vida.

/// FIrST WEEk: Bogota. July 27th - August 2nd

> Introductory lectures by bamboo-expert architects for knowing the material
> Visits to emblematic buildings made in bamboo.
> Analysis of the design of the prototype for social housing made by the students of International Studies 
Program (PEI) of the School of Architecture.
> Realization of another project version in order to adapt it to the bamboo.
> Improvement of the social housing constructive solutions
 > Practical contact with bamboo.
 
/// SECoND AND ThIrD WEEk - CAIMALITo. August 3rd to 14th

> Analysis of the situation in the territorial context of Caimalito, visit at the Cauca River and at the urban 
environment.
> Contact with the Caimalito community.
> Construction of the social housing prototype by improving its design and constructive solutions.
> Visits to guaduales, both industrialized and natural ones.
> Visits to bamboo representative buildings

/// FoUrTh WEEk - CALI. August 14th to 19th

> Visit at the Escuela Para La Vida
> Visit at Solar Decathlon 2015 lot
> Study of the prototype implementation in the lot and of the exterior treatment.
> Intensive micro-workshop about the resolution of prototype technical solutions.

WORKSHOP DATES ?

Workshop dates are from July 27th to August 14th

Trip to Cali dates are from August 14th to 19th

PLACES AND PRICES ?  

US $ 850 / 765 €            

ACADEMICS CREDITS NOT INCLUDED.  
BAMBOO THINK TANK WILL RELEASE AN ASSISTANCE CERTIFICATE.

Minimum 15 participants !!
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APPLICATION
/// DATES, PRICE AND CONTACTS ///

The course will include: 
 > Conferences, lectures, workshops, materials and work tools. 
 
The course will not include:
            > accomodation, food, transport. 
 > Areoplane tickets and transport to workshop places.
 > excursions and entry to the visit places 

ACCOMMODATION?

In Bogota the student will find his own accomodation however we include also an expected cost for an 
accomodation that satisfies “good,nice and cheap” requirements.
In Pereira we will stay in a beatiful local home with reduced cost.

POSSIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN INDIVIDUAL MODULES
Cost for a single module for each student: (COP= Colombian Peso)

/// FIRST WEEK - BOGOTá /// 

WORKSHOP             235 € / 684.000 COP  
ACCOMODATION       85 € / 247.450 COP  
TOTAL                      320 € / 931.450 COP

/// SECOND AND THIRD WEEK - CAIMALITO /// 

WORKSHOP                350 € / 1.016.340 COP  
ACCOMODATION         70 € / 203.750 COP   
TOTAL                       420 € / 1.220.090 COP

/// FOURTH WEEK - CALI /// 

WORKSHOP              180 € /  522.690 COP  
ACCOMODATION       50 € / 145.535 COP   
TOTAL                      230 € / 668.225 COP

CONTACTS?

Email:                         bamboothinktank@gmail.com 

Informations:              www.facebook.com/ bamboothinktankPereira
                                  www.palominosociedadenconstruccion.wordpress
                                  https://www.facebook.com/JaverianaPEI
                                  http://nuevosterritorios2.wix.com/peidecathlon
                                  http://estudiospn.wordpress.com/

Video:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYkrbmIBCGc
Short version:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MEV5L2zeLk&feature=youtu.be
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
BAMBOO THINK TANK

/// FROM TERRITORY TO DETAIL ///
CAIMALITO AUGUST 10th-24th2014

LINkS:               https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYkrbmIBCGc
                            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MEV5L2zeLk&feature=youtu.be
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WORKSHOP DIRECTORS: BAMBOO THINK TANK 
AND TEACHERS

/// ESTUDIO SPN: 
Juana Canet, Rut Cuenca y Elena Gómez /// Spanish 
architects, architecture, urbanism, participative design, management and international 
cooperation specialist
They are architects by ETSAM of the Polytechnic University of Madrid, teachers at various 
universities, researchers and experts in cooperation for human settlements development in the 
Third World Countries for ETSAM (Unesco-UPM Chair, Institute of Basic, 2,011 Habitability), 
forming a team for the development of the final project. Its interest leads them to deepen 
their bamboo knowledge as a motor for human development, habitability studying solutions 
to eradicate substandard housing in disadvantaged areas and urban regeneration from a 
multidisciplinary and participatory approach leads them to present the competition “Interventions 
for Emergency, how to manage the overall development of habitability in a territory affected by 
floods linked to climate change in San Cristobal de Colombia “(OPPTA Sept.2012), obtaining 
the First Prize. Subsequently presented to the international call for Latin America 2013 CAF for 
submitting projects for Urban Development and Social Inclusion, winning the second prize with 
the project “Guadua Active: Guadua cane plantation, Training Programme of the population and 
Building a School Workshop “, working with teachers International Studies Program (PEI) of 
the Faculty of Design and Architecture Pontificia Universidad Javeriana (Aug. 2013). They have 
developed extensive experience in international cooperation workshops with students from 
various Universities, the European University of Madrid in Morocco (2011), India (2012 and 13) 
and the University of Nottingham in South Africa (2011) and Architects Without Borders.
http://estudiospn.wordpress.com/
http://estudiospn.wordpress.com/

/// CARLOS HERNáNDEZ CORREA /// Colombian architect and PEI 
Programa Internacional Facultad Arquitectur Pontificia Universidad Javerian Bogotá 
Director
Architect at the University of the Andes, project professor at the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana 
since 1986. Director of the PEI faculty of architecture and design of the PUJ from 1996 to 2001 
and later from 2003 to this year.
His work has been awarded several times at national and international level, these awards are:
First Biennial of Colombian Architecture Prize 1992. Barranquilla Customs Project.
First Biennial Prize for Latin American Architecture, Quito Ecuador 1994. Bavaria Central Park 
Project.
Pedestrian Bridges prototype design, Bogota.
First Prize Contest “Postal Museum” Bldg. Murillo Toro, 2005
Visiting professor at various workshops, seminars and meetings among which stand out 
those made by the schools in New York Pratt Institute of Architecture of Venice IUAV, Verona 
Castellvechio, II Workshop internazionale di architettura - Padua Italy, International School 
of Architecture de Catalunya, University of Buenos Aires, Chile Catholic University School of 
Architecture of the Swiss Italian, Mendrisio.
http://arquitectocarloshernandezcorrea.com/profile/
www.javeriana.edu.co/pei/pei_cms/index.php?id=21
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LECTURERS
/// SIMÓN HOSIE ///  Colombian architect
National Colombia Architecture prize 2004

Graduated at the Faculty of Architecture of the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in 1999, he is 
currently Founder of the Laboratory of Architecture and Architecture magazine +. His work has 
been developed mostly in areas of indigenous reserves, and slums, sponsored by foreign entities. 
This architect was worthy of top honors in the Architecture Biennale 2004 with his project: Public 
Library La Casa del Pueblo, Guanacas, Inza, Cauca.

This project now known as the “Casa del Pueblo” was born as developing of his thesis and it 
is based on the inhabitants and place values. Simon Hosie’s architecture can be described as 

unprecedented, local and communitary.

Toll Booth in Pereira

Toll Booth in Pereira

Casa del Pueblo Library in Guanacas, Inza, Cauca

Casa del Pueblo Library in Guanacas, Inza, Cauca
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LECTURERS

/// SIMÓN  VÉLEZ /// AColombian Architect well known all around the 
world for his bamboo projects

He is one of most important bamboo promoter in the world  as an essential element of building. In 
a career that began 40 years ago, the architect has developed new systems for woodworking and 
wood bonding using bamboo as a permanent structural element in residential and commercial 
buildings. He has been invited in four consecutive years by the Vitra Design Museum and the 
George Pompidou Center to conduct workshops in France, where as a learning exercise bamboo 
bamboo structures were built. For the Hanover Expo 2000, Velez designed and built a bamboo 
pavilion of 2,000 square meters for the ZERI (Initiative for Zero Emissions Research). He recently 
participated in the design of Crosswaters Ecolodge, the first ecotourism destination forest Reserve 
Nankun Shan Mountain in Guangdong Province, China. It is the world’s largest commercial 
project using bamboo, and the first project in Asia so great to use bamboo as a structural element 
in housing scale. The project received the Honorary Award 2006 Analysis and Planning of the 

American Society of Landscape Architects. 

/// LUIS VILLANUEVA /// Aecid patrimony management resposable

/// MARCELO VILLEGAS /// Constructor and bamboo technology expert

Furniture designer, builder and craftsman. He has extensive experience in the use of bamboo and 
wood. Simon Velez partner, he built and also designed bamboo unions in a innovative way and he 
also worked with Simon Hosie in building toll booth in the coffee area. He published two books on 
the bamboo, one published in 1989 Bambusa Guadua and the last in 2003, Guadua, Architecture 
and Design published in 2003 by Villegas Editores, in both its production, use, employment in 
housing and architecture is explained, showing the beauty material and spreading properties. He 
devised a new industrial product that sells bamboo panels for building facades. He also produces 
furniture and handicrafts.

www.marcelovillegas.com
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LECTURERS
/// ALBERTO ESCOVAR /// Director of the patrimony at the “Ministero de 
la Cultura” in Colombia

Before arriving at the Ministry of Culture, he was Director General of the School Workshop 
in Bogota and Buenaventura Foundation, there he undertook major initiatives including the 
restoration counted Station Sabana in Bogota and the former Railway Station Buenaventura as 
well as workshops of traditional Colombian cuisine.
He served as writer of the TV series Inheritance, that won first prize in the area advisories in the II 
Architecture Biennial Iberoamericana (Mexico, 2000) and the Simon Bolivar Prize for Journalism 
(Bogotá, 2001).
He was member of the curator team of the exhibition Bogotá: The Proud Revival of a City, which 
was presented at the X International Architecture Exhibition of the Venice Biennale in 2006, where 
Bogotá won the Golden Lion award.
He participated in several books like partying in Colombia (2014); History Front Architecture of 
Santa Marta (2011); The story front. Architecture of Bogotá (2010) and the Historical Atlas of 
Bogota (1538-1910) (2004), which won first prize in the category of publications at the Sixth 
Biennial Iberoamericana of Architecture in Lisbon (2008) among others.

/// IVAN DARIO QUIÑONES SANCHEZ /// Architect at the 
Republic Presidency
Architect and Business Manager, Project Meritorious Degree from the University of Los Andes, 
Winner Steel Pen and Pencil Architectural Design 2014 Blue Steel for the best project of 2014, 
awarded at the IX Biennial Iberoamericana of Architecture and Urbanism, SEED Winner Award 
2015. He was selected in the XXIV Biennial of Colombian Architecture and the XIX Biennial of 
Architecture of Quito. He is developing infrastructure projects from the national government to 
address the needs of communities in Colombia and comprehensive attention to early childhood, 
according to the strategy of “from zero to always”.

/// XIMENA LONDOÑO /// Biologist, Botanist, Investigator and bamboo 
Taxomonomist
She is a colombian biologist, botanist, and agrostology. She worked extensively in guaduas 
research in South and Central America. In 1976 she began studying biology at the National 
University of Palmira, graduating in engineering.
Today she regularly describes new species of grasses: Guadua, alvimia, Arthrostylidium, 
Aulonemia, Chusquea, Eremocaulon, Rhipidocladum, together with her colleague Lynn G. Clark, 
and previously with Robert Thomas Soderstrom (1936-1987).
She is co-founder and director of the Colombian Bamboo Society.

www.bambiturismo.com

/// ANDRÉS BäPPLER RAMíREZ /// “Escuela para la Vida” Founder

Legal representative of the Fundación Escuela para la Vida, Colombian-german architect, 10 
years ago he started the project to build a school for the children of the village of Montebello and 
today he is leading the Escuela para la vida, through which he seeks to generate educational 
projects that benefit the community in the southwest of Colombia.
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TEACHERS

/// SANTIAGO GIRALDO ///  Colombian Antropologist
He worked for eight years at the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History as a research 
archaeologist. He was also Group Coordinator Acting Director of Archaeology and Teyuna-Ciudad 
Perdida Archaeological Park. During the last twelve years he concentrated on research and pre-
servation in the archaeological site of Pueblito in the PNN Tayrona and the Archaeological Park 
Teyuna-Ciudad Perdida. He is also the author of the Guide to Teyuna-Ciudad Perdida published 
by the ICANH.
Since 2010, he works as a Program Manager in Colombia Heritage Global Heritage Fund, through 
which it provides support to the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History in developing 
a management plan for the park Teyuna Ciudad Perdida. He also works hand in hand with the 
Indian authorities in the area, farmers’ meetings, and other partner organizations in developing 
community development projects in the basins of the Buritaca, Guachaca rivers and Don Diego. 
Additionally, he provides expert advice to various institutions on the Sierra Nevada de Santa Mar-
ta, his various social groups (indigenous people, peasants, state, NGOs), and he design evalua-
tion and monitoring projects related to social impact studies and activities.

/// DANIEL NADAL /// Doctor Arquitecto español especialista en  diseño y 
trabajo con Comunidades
Doctor Architect at ETSA at the Polytechnic University of Madrid in the Department of 
Architectural Projects. He coordinates the creative laboratory practices Architectural Think Tank. 
Advisor architectural strategies for the Commission for Justice and Peace in Colombia, where 
he works on analysis and development of alternative criteria, collective memory strategies, 
basic housing and decent housing planning. He collaborates with Architects Without Borders 
International. Professor Project New Territories International Study Program of the Faculty of 
Architecture from Javeriana University. Professor of Architectural Design at the Department 
of Architecture at the Polytechnic School of the University UFV Madrid and coordinator of the 
Department of Research and PhD from the same university until 2012. Director of the research 
group [AAOO *] Architectures Casual. Professionally, he developed projects such as the Botanical 
Garden of Oman in Muscat, the rehabilitation project of the Episcopal Palace of Córdoba, AA or 
house.

/// MARTIN ANZELLINI /// Arquitecto colombiano especialista en 
Innovación Social
Architect (BSc and MSc) at the University of Italian Switzerland, Accademia di Architettura di 
Mendrisio. He is a founder of OhOrganizeArchitecture since 2009. With public and community 
projects built in Colombia, India, United States and Switzerland.
Lecturer and visiting professor at Rhode Island School of Design, Istanbul Technical University 
and the University of the Andes in Bogota, among others; He currently works as Professor at 
the IEP (International Studies Program) at the Javeriana University in Bogota and as Project 
Coordinator AGRA_Anzellini Garcia-Reyes Architects.
www.agrarquittectos.com

/// GRETA TRESSERRA /// Spanish architect expert in Sustainable 
architecture and in Construction in developing countries and in works with the 
communities
Spanish architect specializing in “Sustainable Architecture” and “Construction in developing 
countries and work with communities.” Her curiosity about different cultures and ways of building 
led her to work in different parts of the world. Because of her passion for bamboo construction 
and development aid she decided to settle in Cali where she worked since 2011. She started 
working at the Fundacion Escuela para la Vida of Cali as a volunteer and soon was responsible 
for the construction of “The old “building on three floors bamboo forming Escuela Taller del 
Colegio de las Aguas. There she worked with young people of the Taller de Guadua instructing 
both the practical part of the construction works, as the theoretical (structural knowledge, 
interpretation and elaboration of planes, etc.) .Through her construction she achieved great 
results in training and integration of the international community and numerous volunteers.
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/// GERMáN RUBIO LUNA /// Mechanical engineer and colombian 
specialist in bamboo
Colombian Mechanical Engineering from “Indiana Institute of Technology” (USA), with various 
specializations in the US, Canada, Mexico, Belgium, Switzerland and Germany.
With licences in over 20 countries some of them applied in Colombia, Nicaragua, Brazil, Chile, 
Argentina, Spain, England and Australia.
He is a founder of the Colombian Bamboo Society and he presented his experiences in various 
national and international meetings and conferences on bamboo.
Rubio Germán Luna, with over 50 years experience in mechanical engineering, offers us the 
guide “Arte y Mañas de la Guadua” in which the investigations conducted by him are reflected, 
over 20 years and experience from the view of a mechanical engineer, to manufacture different 
products with varying degrees of difficulty, ensuring the quality and reliability of their designs.
http://arteymanasdelaguadua.com/

http://arteymanasdelaguadua.com/

/// DANIEL OLARTE /// Colombian Architect and Project manager at 
Escuela Taller Bogotá
Architect and Industrial Designer at the University of the Andes, Leadership Scholarship program 
Bogota University of the Andes and the Leadership and Democracy Foundation. He leads the 
Taller de Proyectos Especiales of the Fundación Escuela Taller de Bogotá,a multidisciplinary team 
that develops architectural projects Foundation School from different regions of Colombia, as well 
as product design projects and editorial design and communication.

TEACHERS
/// FEDERICO NUÑEZ /// Civil Engineer
Civil engineer from the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana (2003), Master of Structural Engineering 
of the Illinois Institute of Technology (2012). Doctorate in Civil Engineering from the Illinois Institute 
of Technology (2014). Honorable Mention, Colombian Association of Faculties of Engineering - 
ACOFI - Experiences successful State University-Industry-April 2009. National Engineering. Prize 
“DIODORO SANCHEZ” Colombian Society of Engineers - May 2013 by the publication of the 
book “Engineering bridges “. Best Teaching Assistant, Illinois Institute of Technology - April 2014 
Director of the Research Group Structures & Construction Department of Civil Engineering at the 
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana. Currently professor of civil engineering.

/// JORGE VILLA /// Movie Director , Colombian specialist in work with 
communities

Director and award-winning film and television festival in Rosario Argentina; Villa studied film 
directing at the Film and TV School of Munich, he directed several documentaries for television. 
From 1991-1995 he taught video EICTV of San Antonio de los Banos Cuba. His work has a strong 
social component, throughout his career has been strongly committed to social issues and has 
used cinema as a tool to help develop communities. He spent several years working with youth 
giving workshops Caimalito film.
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PROJECTS BY ORGANIZERS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
PEI: PROGRAMA ESTUDIOS INTERNACIONALES, FACULTAD DE ARQUITECTU-

RA and DISEÑO PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA DE BOGOTÁ

/// BAÑO SECO, PALOMINO 2013 ///
DEPARTAMENTO DE LA GUAJIRA

Bamboo construction details
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PROJECTS BY ORGANIZERS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
PEI: PROGRAMA ESTUDIOS INTERNACIONALES, FACULTAD DE ARQUITECTU-

RA and DISEÑO PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA DE BOGOTÁ

Casa de la cultura Baño seco Baño seco

Graderías móviles Mantel de ideas Carrito de comidas

Red atrapa niñosPaisajismoCasa de los deportes
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PROJECTS BY ORGANIZERS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
EstudioSPN: SCHOOL IN SOUTH AFRICA DESIGNED AND BUILT BY STUDENTS 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY, 2009. Ruth Cuenca
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CASA DE LA CULTURA CONSTRUCTION, PALOMINO 2013
/// DEPARTAMENTO DE LA GUAJIRA ///

PROJECTS BY ORGANIZERS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
PEI: PROGRAMA ESTUDIOS INTERNACIONALES, FACULTAD DE ARQUITECTU-

RA and DISEÑO PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA DE BOGOTÁ
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PROJECTS BY THE PROFESSORS: GRETA TRESSERRA
COLEGIO DE LAS AGUAS, FUNDACIÓN ESCUELA PARA LA VIDA, CALI

Greta Tresserra

Escuela Taller en el Colegio de las Aguas, Fundación Escuela para la Vida, Cali. 
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MOROCCO / 2011

PROJECTS BY ORGANIZERS: BAMBOO THINK TANK
WORKSHOP ABOUT COLLABORATION WITH STUDENTS

ESTUDIO SPN: JUANA CANET_ UNIVERSIDAD  EUROPEA STUDENTS
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INDIA I / 2012

INDIA II /  2013



Email:              bamboothinktank@gmail.com 

Informations:  www.facebook.com/ bamboothinktankPereira
                            palominosociedadenconstruccion.wordpress 
                            https://www.facebook.com/JaverianaPEI
                            http://estudioSPN.wordpress.com/
                            http://nuevosterritorios2.wix.com/peidecathlon 
                            http://www.solardecathlon2015.com.co/index.php/en/

Links:                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYkrbmIBCGc
                            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MEV5L2zeLk&feature=youtu.be


